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from Leaves of Grass

The spotted hawk swoops by and accuses me –– he complains of my gab and my loitering.

I too am not a bit tamed –– I too am untranslatable, 
I sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the world.

The last scud of day holds back for me.
It flings my likeness after the rest and true as any on the shadowed wilds,
It coaxes me to the vapor and the dusk.

I depart as air –– I shake my white locks at the runaway sun,
I effuse my flesh in eddies and drift it in lacy jags.

I bequeath myself to the dirt to grow from the grass I love,
If you want me again look for me under your boot-soles.

You will hardly know who I am or what I mean,
But I shall be good health to you nevertheless,
And filter and fibre your blood.

Failing to fetch me at first keep encouraged,
Missing me one place search another,
I stop some where waiting for you.

–– Walt Whitman

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15755
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21108


I n s p I r e d  b y  t h e  p ow e r  o f  p o e t r y…

The Academy of American Poets  
was conceived in 1934 when a  

23-year-old woman decided to  
do something about what she saw as 

America’s neglect of its poets and poetry. 
From these simple beginnings  

75 years ago, the Academy has grown  
to be one of our nation’s largest and most 

important literary organizations,  
comprising nearly 9,000 dues-paying 
members, with programs that inspire  
almost 20 million people every year. 

Lyn Chase  
unveiling new  

T. S. Eliot  
postage stamp  

with Helen Burns

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21127
http://www.poets.org/tseli


Born of American parents, but raised and educated  

in Paris where poetry has long been revered,  

Marie Bullock married in the early 1930s and moved 

to New York City. In America, she found a country 

seemingly indifferent to its own great literary heri-

tage, allowing many of its most illustrious poets to 

struggle all their lives to support themselves. So in 

1934, with the help of her husband Hugh and friends 

such as poets Edwin Arlington Robinson and Joseph  

Auslander, the first Consultant in Poetry to the  

Library of Congress, Mrs. Bullock formed the Acad-

emy of American Poets and began to raise funds. 

I t  b e ga n  w I t h  o n e  yo u n g  wo m a n ’ s  v I s I o n …

http://www.poets.org/earob
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/1938
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/1938


1950 1954 1957 1959 1960

E. E. Cummings 
receives  

Fellowship

First ten schools 
selected for  

University & 
College Prize 

program 

Lamont Award 
for best first book 

established 
William Carlos 

Williams receives 
Fellowship

Robert Frost  
speaks at  

25th anniversary

First  
anthology  
of College  

Prize winners  
published,  
including  

Sylvia Plath

“to support 
American poets at  
all stages of their  

careers and to foster  
the appreciation of  

 contemporary poetry.” 

1934 1935 1937    1939 1946

Academy  
founded First  

Fellowship 
awarded

First issue of 
Doggerel, the 
Academy’s  

official newsletter, 
published

New York World’s 
Fair Official Poem 

selected

Board of  
Chancellors 

created

Annual  
Fellowships  

begin with award 
to Edgar Lee 

Masters

a  u n I q u e  o r ga n I z at I o n  t h at  s h a p e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a m e r I ca n  p o e t r y …

The mission of the Academy is concise and direct: “to support American  

poets at all stages of their careers and to foster the appreciation of contem-

porary poetry.” Marie Bullock realized that poets needed more than medals 

and plaques to survive the Great Depression. She tirelessly promoted poets 

and their work, lectured on poetry, and organized radio broadcasts. She set 

up a contest for an official poem of the New York World’s Fair, which was 

read aloud by Orson Welles. She built a membership base for her new or-

ganization and was a strong voice for American literary culture. From the 

beginning, the Academy flourished because its supporters loved poetry 

and championed its essential role in our nation’s cultural and spiritual life.

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21195
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/106
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21195
http://www.poets.org/elmas
http://www.poets.org/eecum
http://www.poets.org/whitman
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/113
http://www.poets.org/wcwil
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21096
http://www.poets.org/splat


Academy of  
American Poets  

25th Anniversary 

http://www.poets.org/rfros
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/1938
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21097


When power leads man  
towards arrogance,  

poetry reminds him  
of his limitations.  

When power narrows  
the areas of man’s concern,  

poetry reminds him of  
the richness and diversity  

of his existence.  
When power corrupts,  

poetry cleanses,  
for art establishes the  

basic human truths  
which must serve as  

the touchstones 
of our judgment. 

–– John F. KennedyW. H. Auden 
(right) with  

Marie Bullock 

http://www.poets.org/whaud
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/1938
http://www.poets.org/whaud
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/1938


Donald Hall,  
Grace Schulman, 

John Ashbery, and 
Brad Leithauser 
at the American 

Museum of  
Natural History 

Jay Wright, Poets-in-the-Schools program

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21130
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21147
http://www.poets.org/jashb
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/19555
http://www.poets.org/dhall


1974 1975 1976 1982 1983

Mark Strand 
receives Edgar  

Allan Poe Award

Robert Lowell  
receives 

 Copernicus 
Award

Annual award  
for best second 

book established 
& given to  

Lisel Mueller

First annual 
Landon Award 
for best book of 

translated poetry 
given to Robert 

Fitzgerald

Scandinavian 
Poets Today 

symposium held 
in New York

First Lavan 
Younger  

Poets Award  
goes to  

Edward  
Hirsch

a  g I f t  fo r  I n n ovat I o n  a n d  I n s p I r at I o n …

As it expanded, the Academy of American Poets began to focus on  
poetry readers, as well as students first encountering poetry. The  
Academy set up poetry prizes at colleges and universities. It started a 
reading series at the Guggenheim Museum and organized national 
tours for poets. It established an annual award for poets publishing 
their first book, and for translating poetry. The Academy started the first  
Poets-in-the-Schools program, which the National Endowment for 
the Arts adopted as the model for its Artists-in-Residence program.    

1963 1965 1969 1970 1973

Guggenheim  
Museum  

reading series 
begins

John  
Berryman  
gives first  

reading of the 
Dream Songs

Poets-in-the-
Schools program 

begins 

National Reading 
Circuits program 

launched

First in a  
new series of  
U.S. postage 

stamps honoring 
poets 

Library of  
Congress  

exhibit for  
35th Anniversary

Poetry in the 
Parks

High-school  
Poetry  

Workshops 
 begin 

Marilyn  
Hacker receives 
Lamont Award

g u I d e d  b y  “ l I t e r a r y  p e r s o n s  o f  t h e  h I g h e s t  s ta n d I n g ”

In 1946, the Academy established a Board of Chancellors to award 
annual Fellowships for distinguished poetic achievement –– the first  
award to offer American poets substantial cash prizes. By the 1960s  
the Academy’s roster of Chancellors and Fellows included many 
of the most important American poets of the 20th century:  
Robert Frost, Marianne Moore, Ezra Pound, William Carlos Wil-
liams, Gwendolyn Brooks, W. H. Auden, Robert Lowell, Elizabeth 
Bishop, Robert Hayden, and John Berryman, among many others.

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21156
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21115
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21146
http://www.poets.org/mstra
http://www.poets.org/rlowe
http://www.poets.org/mhack
http://www.poets.org/landon
http://www.poets.org/ehirs
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/34
http://www.poets.org/rfros
http://www.poets.org/mmoor
http://www.poets.org/epoun
http://www.poets.org/wcwil
http://www.poets.org/wcwil
http://www.poets.org/gbroo
http://www.poets.org/whaud
http://www.poets.org/rlowe
http://www.poets.org/ebish
http://www.poets.org/ebish
http://www.poets.org/rhayd
http://www.poets.org/jberr
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/113
http://www.poets.org/whitman
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/112


original board of  
chancellors

J. Donald Adams  
William Rose Benét  
Witter Bynner  
Henry Seidel Canby  
Mary Colum  
Max Eastman  
Frank P. Graham  
Robert M. Hutchins  
Robinson Jeffers  
Archibald MacLeish   
F. O. Matthiessen  
William Allen Nielson 

subsequent  
chancellors 

Leonard Bacon  
John Hall Wheelock  
Leonora Speyer  
Robert Hillyer  
Mark Van Doren  
Marianne Moore  
W. H. Auden 
Padraic Colum  
Frederick A. Pottle  
Ridgely Torrence  
Robert Nathan  
John G. Neihardt  
Randall Jarrell  
Louise Bogan  
Richard Wilbur  
Robert Lowell  
William Meredith  
Norman Holmes Pearson  
Elizabeth Bishop  
Allen Tate  
Dudley Fitts   
John Berryman  
Robert Fitzgerald  
Stanley Kunitz  
Anthony Hecht  
Daniel Hoffman  
Robert Penn Warren  
Babette Deutsch  
Howard Nemerov  
David Wagoner 
James Merrill  

May Swenson  
John Hollander  
Mona Van Duyn  
Howard Moss 
John Ashbery  
W. S. Merwin  
Amy Clampitt  
Richard Howard  
Carolyn Kizer   
Maxine Kumin    
Mark Strand  
J. D. McClatchy  
Jorie Graham  
Donald Justice  
Adrienne Rich   
Robert Creeley   
Charles Wright    
Michael Palmer    
Lucille Clifton  
Louise Glück  
Yusef Komunyakaa  
Heather McHugh  
Rosanna Warren  
Charles Simic    
Susan Howe  
Philip Levine  
Robert Hass  
Galway Kinnell  
Nathaniel Mackey  
James Tate   

2009 board of  
chancellors      

Frank Bidart  
Gary Snyder  
Ellen Bryant Voigt  
Robert Pinsky  
Susan Stewart  
C.K. Williams  
Rita Dove   
Kay Ryan   
Gerald Stern  
Lyn Hejinian  
Sharon Olds  
Carl Phillips  
Victor Hernández Cruz 
Ron Padgett   
Marilyn Hacker  
Edward Hirsch 

Chancellors of the Academy of American Poets, 1946–2009

U.S. Poet Laureate 
Rita Dove at  

Laureates Reading 
at the Cathedral 

Church of St. John 
the Divine

http://www.poets.org/rdove
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/34


<
James  

Merrill

<
Lucille  
Clifton

<
Susan  

Stewart

<
Elizabeth  

Bishop

<
Louise  
Glück

<
C.K.  

Williams

<
Richard  
Wilbur

<
Yusef  

Komunyakaa

<
Lyn  

Hejinian

>
Adrienne  

Rich

>
Robert  

Hass

>
Edward  
Hirsch

>
Donald  
Justice

>
Philip  

Levine

>
Marilyn  
Hacker

>
Jorie  

Graham

>
Susan  
Howe

>
Ron  

Padgett

<
Robinson  

Jeffers

<
Robert  
Creeley 

<
Nathaniel  

Mackey

<
Marianne  

Moore

<
Charles  
Wright 

<
Gary  

Snyder

<
Randall  

Jarrell

<
Michael  
Palmer 

<
Robert  
Pinsky

>
J. D.  

McClatchy

>
Charles  

Simic

>
Victor  

Hernández Cruz

>
Carolyn  

Kizer

>
Rosanna  
Warren

>
Carl  

Phillips

>
Richard  
Howard

>
Heather  

McHugh

>
Sharon  

Olds

http://www.poets.org/rhowa
http://www.poets.org/rjeff
http://www.poets.org/mmoor
http://www.poets.org/ckize
http://www.poets.org/rjarr
http://www.poets.org/jdmcc
http://www.poets.org/mpalm
http://www.poets.org/cwrig
http://www.poets.org/rcree
http://www.poets.org/csimi
http://www.poets.org/rwarr
http://www.poets.org/hmchu
http://www.poets.org/nmack
http://www.poets.org/gsnyd
http://www.poets.org/rpins
http://www.poets.org/solds
http://www.poets.org/cphil
http://www.poets.org/vhcru
http://www.poets.org/rpadg
http://www.poets.org/mhack
http://www.poets.org/ehirs
http://www.poets.org/lheji
http://www.poets.org/ckwil
http://www.poets.org/sstew
http://www.poets.org/showe
http://www.poets.org/plevi
http://www.poets.org/rhass
http://www.poets.org/ykomu
http://www.poets.org/arich
http://www.poets.org/rwilb
http://www.poets.org/ebish
http://www.poets.org/djust
http://www.poets.org/lgluc
http://www.poets.org/lclif
http://www.poets.org/jgrah
http://www.poets.org/jmerr


Academy Chancellors,  
Front: Robert Fitzgerald,  

Howard Nemerov, Founder Marie Bullock, 
Stanley Kunitz, William Meredith;  

Back: W. S. Merwin, John Hollander,  
James Merrill, Mark Strand, May Swenson, 

David Wagoner, Daniel Hoffman,  
Anthony Hecht, Mona Van Duyn,  

and Robert Penn Warren 

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21173
http://www.poets.org/mvduy
http://www.poets.org/rpwar
http://www.poets.org/wmere
http://www.poets.org/ahech
http://www.poets.org/dhoff
http://www.poets.org/skuni
http://www.poets.org/dwago
http://www.poets.org/mswen
http://www.poets.org/mstra
http://www.poets.org/jmerr
http://www.poets.org/jholl
http://www.poets.org/wsmer
http://www.poets.org/hneme
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/1938


John Berryman  
and Robert Lowell 

reading at the 
Guggenheim 

Museum

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21113
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21115
http://www.poets.org/jberr
http://www.poets.org/rlowe


1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

Shu Ting and 
Carolyn Kizer, 
“A Splintered 

Mirror,”  
national reading 

tour with  
Chinese  

dissident poets 

Poet Laureate 
Rita Dove reads 

at Cathedral 
of St. John the 

Divine with 
Nobel Laureates 
Czeslaw Milosz, 
Joseph Brodsky, 

Derek Walcott, & 
Octavio Paz

First annual  
Wallace Stevens 

Award of $100,000 
for lifetime achieve-

ment given to  
W. S. Merwin

Lenore Marshall 
Award for best 

poetry book of the 
year moved to the 

Academy

Poets.org,  
first poetry  

website initiated

Raiziss/de Palchi 
Italian  

Translation 
awards 

 established

First National 
Poetry Month 

American Poet 
magazine 
launched

First Eric 
Mathieu King 

Awards support 
publication of 
poetry books, 

including Lucille 
Clifton, Muriel 
Rukeyser, and 

others

 The poem… 
is a little myth of man’s capacity  

of making life meaningful.  
And in the end,  

the poem is not a thing we see –– 
it is, rather, a light by which we may see ––  

and what we see is life.
–– Robert Penn Warren

s p r e a d I n g  t h e  wo r d …

The Academy of American Poets has changed a great deal over the years, 

and it continues to innovate, creating new programs that have trans-

formed our country’s literary conversation. In the 1990s, the reading se-

ries expanded to include numerous cities nationwide, and the Academy 

organized events such as an Asian American festival and a conference of 

poets on the environment. Regional poetry was celebrated in Alaska and 

Arizona. The Academy brought Chinese poets to tour the U.S. and arranged 

poet-exchanges with Mexico and Scandinavia. It also expanded awards, 

creating the $100,000 Wallace Stevens Award for lifetime achievement,  

and it took on the Lenore Marshall Prize for the best book of the year. 

1984 1985 1989 1990 1991

Betty Kray  
at  A Poets’  

Celebration  
of the  

Brooklyn  
Bridge  

Centenary

American Poets 
Fund created for 

poets in need Joy Harjo at 
the Southwestern 

Poetry festival 
held in Arizona

National Reading 
Series launched

John Haines, 
Nora Marks 
Dauenhauer,  

William  
Wadsworth at 

Alaskan Poetry   
Festival in  
Fairbanks  

Asian American 
Poetry Festival 

begins

Writers on the 
Environment 

program

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21116
http://www.poets.org/jharj
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21178
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21138
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21152
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/108
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/107
http://www.poets.org/rpwar
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/192
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/111
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/40
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/41


A Brooklyn 
Promenade Stroll 
and Reading with 

David Ignatow

J. D. McClatchy 
and James Merrill 

at an Academy 
event

http://www.poets.org/jdmcc
http://www.poets.org/jdmcc
http://www.poets.org/jmerr
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21135
http://www.poets.org/digna


The Chancellors suggest through their  
differences in voice, in region, and in theme 
the even greater diversity now made possible 

for a rising generation of poets. 
–– James H. Billington,  
Librarian of Congress

No organization has done more  
to foster, promote, and honor the poetry  

and poets of this country than  
the Academy of American Poets.

  –– Anthony Hecht

As an educator, I receive  
a lot of compliments on my profession;  

it is a noble cause, etc. But, truth be told, 
it is you who make us look good with 
resources, lesson plans, and support.

 –– 8th-grade teacher

Do yourself a favor and  
peruse the revamped web site  

from the Academy of American Poets.  
It’s like a literary Disneyland.

–– Yahoo!

Three cheers for what illuminates, 
And has for fifty years     –– a torch 

That mercifully does not scorch     ––
The singers of our fifty states!

   –– James Merrill

To speak only of the awards  
it administers…the Academy  
bestows on American poetry  
a judicious cradle-to-grave

solicitude.
 –– Richard Wilbur

The students have been  
reading with gusto all day.  

It is also a school-wide event  
with staff having poems in  

their pockets to share  
in other classes.  

–– A teacher

I love your perfectly formatted  
mobile archive! Thank you for  

filling my bus time and my heart.
 –– Mobile website user

For poetry lovers everywhere, a great 
stopping-off place on the World Wide Web is 
the official site of the Academy of American 
Poets – Poets.org is a trove of information.

 –– Christian Science Monitor

Just a note to encourage the  
Academy to continue the poetry read-a-thon 

for middle/high-schoolers next year… 
I can tell you that a love of poetry starts 

right in those turbulent years.
 –– High-school English teacher

The Academy of American Poets  
has been a formidable presence on the  
New York City poetry reading circuit  

for the past 60 years.
 –– Library Journal

The compilations  
[from the Audio Archive  

Anthology] offer a  
who’s who of  

20th-century poetry.
 –– Wall Street Journal

Galway Kinnell, 
Helen Chasin,  
May Swenson

http://www.poets.org/gkinn
http://www.poets.org/mswen


James Tate  
receives the  

Wallace Stevens 
Award from  

Jonathan Galassi

Academy  
Poetry prizes  

are awarded at over

200 colleges 
and universities

http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/113
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/107
http://www.poets.org/jtate
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21179


Seven major Academy  
book awards are given,  

from a  

FIRST BOOK  
award to recognition for  

LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT

Poetry is the supreme form  
of human locution in any culture.  

By failing to read or listen to poets,  
a society dooms itself to inferior 

     modes of articulation – 
of the politician, or the salesman, 

or the charlatan … It forfeits,  
in other words, its own  
evolutionary potential,  

for what distinguishes us from  
the rest of the animal kingdom  

is precisely the gift of speech.
– Joseph Brodsky, Nobel Laureate

http://www.poets.org/jbrod
http://www.poets.org/marshall


  I n s p I r I n g  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r at I o n …

Working with publishers, libraries, and educators, the Academy es-
tablished National Poetry Month, which is now an annual grass-
roots celebration that reaches millions of students, teachers, and 
poetry lovers. Media trend surveys show that National Poetry 
Month provides a yearly jump in the reading and discussion of po-
etry, and media coverage itself has also expanded dramatically. Pop-
ular with poets and their readers, the month-long series of activi-
ties ensures that poetry remains a vital part of our literary heritage. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Poets.org 
redesigned and 

expanded

Poetry in  
Bryant Park 

reading series 
launched

How to Eat a Poem 
anthology  

published for 
young readers

National  
Poetry  

Read-a-Thon 
launched

First annual  
Poets Forum  

held

Poetry Audio 
Archive digitized

First national 
Poem in Your 

Pocket Day

Mobile version 
of Poets.org 

launched 

Poetry from 
the Rooftops 

summer reading 
series started

Abrams  
publishes  

Poem in  
Your Pocket 
anthology 

Academy 
celebrates 75th 

Anniversary

 s pa n n I n g  t h e  n at I o n …

The Academy of American Poets was the first organization of its kind 
to recognize the vast power of digital communication to increase 
the reach of poetry in American and beyond. Inaugurated in 1995,  
Poets.org was the first major website dedicated to poetry on the  
Internet. By every standard of measurement (website visits, page 
views, etc.) Poets.org is the most visible expression of poetry in the 
world of new media. Users come from every state and many countries, 
from huge cities and remote residences –– well over ten million a year.

1998 1999 2000 2003 2004

White House 
Millennium  

evening of  
poetry

Poet’s View 
documentary film 

series launched

Online  
Poetry Classroom  

goes live 

Poetry & the 
Creative Mind 
annual benefit 

reading launched 
at Lincoln Center   

with Meryl Streep, 
Jessye Norman, 
William Styron, 

and others

National Poetry 
Map debuts on 

Poets.org

Poetry  
Audio Archive 

released  
on CD

Poetry  
Gift Shop  

opened  
online

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21099
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/17029
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/6
http://www.poets.org/store.php/mt/10/prmID/293
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http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/382
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/192
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21106
http://www.poets.org/poetsforum
http://www.poets.org/audio
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/406
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21154
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/20563
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/1
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/41


200,000 free  
National Poetry 
Month posters, 

 designed by famous 
graphic artists, are 
sent to schools and 
libraries every year

Students receive 
copies of How 

to Eat a Poem 
at a reading at 

Starbucks

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21106
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/98


Poets.org,  
the Academy’s website,  

is visited over  

10 million  
times each year and delivers a 

wealth of poems, audio,  
and special features

Poet Laureate  
Kay Ryan signing  

a book at the  
Poets Forum

http://www.poets.org/poetsforum
http://www.poets.org/kryan
http://www.poets.org/


Jonathan Demme, Yusef Komunyakaa, 
Graydon Carter, Robert Caro,  

Candace Bushnell, Dianne Reeves,  
Meryl Streep, Philippe de Montebello,  

Liz Smith, and John Guare at the  
annual benefit reading,  

Poetry & the Creative Mind

http://www.poets.org/ykomu


Academy  
Chancellors, 

counter-clockwise 
from left:  

Galway Kinnell, 
Frank Bidart, 

Nathaniel Mackey, 
Kay Ryan,  
Rita Dove,  

Gerald Stern, 
 Ellen Bryant Voigt 

American Poet,  
the Academy’s  

journal, is  
sent to nearly  

9,000 members 
twice a year

http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/40
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/21182
http://www.poets.org/gkinn
http://www.poets.org/gster
http://www.poets.org/rdove
http://www.poets.org/kryan
http://www.poets.org/nmack
http://www.poets.org/ebvoi
http://www.poets.org/fbida


Frank Bidart at a 
Poets Forum panel

At present, the Academy has avid participants all across the 

country, an energetic and committed staff, and a balanced 

budget. It continues to reach audiences though traditional 

means, such as the respected journal American Poet, and 

also allows the new media generation to look up poems on 

the go with a mobile version of Poets.org. The Academy 

has produced a series of documentary film profiles of con-

temporary poets, and it preserves audio recordings of poets, 

that are available in a variety of digital formats. The annual 

Poets Forum includes readings, literary walking tours, and 

public discussions which explore the frontiers of poetry to-

day. Poem in Your Pocket Day is the culminating event of 

the poetry year, reaching students in schools across America.

e n l a r g I n g  t h e  g I f t  fo r  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y …

http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/40
http://www.poets.org/
http://www.poets.org/poetsforum
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/17029
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/406
http://www.poets.org/fbida


David Daniel  
reading in the 
Poetry in the  
Parks series

a f t e r  s e v e n t y - f I v e  y e a r s …

The Academy of American Poets  
still reflects Marie Bullock’s goal  

of supporting poets and her  
inventiveness in finding new ways  
of spreading the word. Proud of its 
past, the Academy is committed to  

a future as America’s foremost  
poetry organization. We invite you  

to join us in expanding and  
enriching the Academy’s essential 

work in the years to come.

http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/1938
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/4


Poem-a-Day  
email

Poem in  
Your Pocket Day

free posters 

3-day  
extravaganza

thousands  
of poems

poet  
biographies

essays &  
interviews

poetry map

poems for  
all occasions

gift shop

literary  
walking tours

conversation  
and Q&A  

with poets

readings &  
parties

awards  
ceremony

star-studded  
poetry gala 

free outdoor  
summer series

National  
Poetry Month 

readings

Poets 
Forum

the only  
second book  

award in the U.S.
achievement  
in translation

Poetry  
Read-a-Thon

online lesson  
plans &  

reading guides

How to Eat 
a Poem anthology

200+ college  
prizes across  

the U.S.

high school  
poetry  

workshops

Whitman  
first book prizeaward for  

mastery in the  
art of poetry

fellowship for  
distinguished  

poetic achievement 

most  
outstanding book  

of the year

new & historic 
recordings on CD

free downloads

online audio  
& video

documentary 
films

photo archive

mobile poetry

book reviews essays &  
interviews

emerging  
voicespoems 

local celebrations  
& festivals

national events 
calendar

Readings  
& Events

Poets  
Forum

Poets.org

Multimedia

Annual 
Awards & 

Prizes

Education

American  
Poet  

Magazine

National  
Poetry  
Month

Academy  
of  

American  
Poets

 academy board  
leadership 
 
Marie Bullock  
1934 – 1986   

Lyn Chase  
1987 – 1994   

Jonathan Galassi 
1994 – 1999  

Henry Reath  
1999 – 2001    

Paul Gottlieb  
2002

Liza Bennett  
2002 – 2005

  
Eunice Panetta  
Board Chairman  
2005 – present

  

executive  
directors 

Betty Kray  
1963 – 1981   

Gigi Bradford  
1981 – 1982   

Henri Cole  
1982 – 1988   

Nancy Schoenberger 
1988 – 1989   

William Wadsworth 
1989 – 2001 

  
Tree Swenson  
President & 
Executive Director
2002 – present  

 

http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/1
http://www.poets.org/poetsforum
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/41
http://www.poets.org/
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/6
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/40
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/61
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/361
http://www.poets.org/calendar.php/varClear/1
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/33
http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/32


a c a d e m y  o f  a m e r i c a n  p o e t s

584 Broadway, Suite 604  
New York, NY 10012
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